Trinidad, and in other West Indian islands. A number of other similar instances are recorded by the same author.
The physicians in bygone times were also struck by the speed at which the disease spreads. The Then, again, they were impressed by certain other features of the disease which were not in accord with their experience of an ordinary contagious or infectious disease. For example, the sudden attack of the people en masse and the equally sudden and complete extinction of the disease after a brief existence.
They noticed also that the disease might be restricted to one place while the whole country around remained free.
They thought that domestic animals participated in the disease, especially horses, and, to a less extent, dogs and cats.
Our modern views of the epidemiology of influenza are at complete variance with the views held by the physicians of past centuries. We believe that the disease is highly contagious. Could a more striking example of this fact be instanced than that given by Dr There was some evidence to show that Pfeiffer's bacillus probably gained an entrance to the blood by way of the lymphatic system, for the lymphatic glands at the hilum of the lungs were greatly enlarged in almost all the cases.
A streptococcus was isolated from the heart in pure culture in six of the cases and in two more together with Pfeiffer's bacillus.
This organism was often found in large numbers in pus from abscesses in the lungs, and it was present in the pleura and peritoneum in other cases.
A pneumococcus was found in the heart blood in pure culture in one case only, while in two other cases it was present there together with Pfeiffer's bacillus. In one of these latter cases two distinct strains of pneumococcus were present in the blood at the same time.
Perhaps the most striking case of infection by more than one organism was that one in which a pure culture of a streptococcus was isolated from the peritoneum, a pure culture of a pneumococcus obtained from a pleural cavity, while another culture showed that Pfeiffer's bacillus was abundantly present in the lung just beneath the surface of the pleura.
On the whole, this study showed that Pfeiffer's bacillus played an important role in the causation of broncho-pneumonia. Now, I believe that these cases of broncho-pneumonia were in reality cases of influenza. My reasons for holding this view may be summarized as follows :?First, broncho-pneumonia is a well-recognized complication of influenza; secondly, both the bacteriological findings and the histological features of sections of the lungs exactly tally with those of other workers who have studied the broncho-pneumonia associated with influenza in adults; thirdly, the cases occurred in definite groups suggesting epidemic conditions. On this chart the shaded columns represent the number of cases of broncho-pneumonia as they came for post-mortem 
